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ConnectME Authority 
 
September 27, 2007 
Minutes of Meeting  
 
Introduction of Authority Members and Attendance 
 
Members:  Dan Breton, Kurt Adams, Jean Wilson, Dick Thompson 
 
Staff:  Phil Lindley, Amy Spelke, Kelly Arata 
 
 
Grant Application Review Policy 
 
The agenda outlines the proposed grant review policy. 
 
 Staff/Authority committee to review all grant applications.   
 The Authority review committee will consist of non-industry members of the 
Authority.  
 The review committee (through Staff) makes recommendations to the full 
Authority in a written document containing no confidential information.   
 At a public meeting the review committee will present its recommendations 
and hear from the advisory committee on each application/recommendation.  
 Authority makes its grant award decisions, which would be the Final Agency 
Action. 
 
Kurt Adams stated that the process has to be clear.  He wants the review policy on the 
ConnectME Authority website.  The Authority cannot give confidential information to 
Advisory Council members.  This issue will need to be cleaned up during the next 
legislative session, if we need to give this authorization to the Advisory Council 
members.  Deadline for bills to be submitted for the Second Regular Session is October 
3, 2007.  Any proposed legislation could be either a Governor’s bill or have the chairs of 
the Utilities and Energy Committee put in a bill title as placeholder. 
 
Dick Thompson stated that what is laid out here is straight forward.  Mr. Thompson 
questioned whether Commissioner Adams was stating that the Grant Review Group 
should have up to three non-industry members of the Authority plus staff until there is a 
change in the statute.  Commissioner Adams stated yes.  The Grant Review Group could 
consist of everyone but Dan Breton.   
 
Kurt Adams questioned whether there should be a public hearing or written comments on 
the Authority awards.  Dick Thompson believed that comments should be made in 
writing.  Phil Lindley stated that incumbents also have 45 days to comment after the 
awards are granted. 
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Jean Wilson made a motion to give Phil Lindley the ability to draw up the grant review 
policy as proposed on the agenda.  All Authority members present were in favor of said 
motion. 
 
Need for Legal Counsel 
 
Kurt Adams stated that it is unclear if the Administrative Procedures Act applies and 
whether the Authority is a state agency.  The ConnectME Authority’s governing statutes 
allows the Authority to hire counsel.  Commissioner Adams was not sure what the 
Finance Authority of Maine or the Maine State Housing Authority relationship is with the 
Attorney General’s Office.  The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) could do it but there 
were vocal opposition for the PUC to be involved.  Commissioner Adams will talk to the 
Attorney General’s Office. 
 
Jean Wilson wondered if there were incremental costs.  Kurt Adams stated that there 
would be incremental costs.   
 
Dick Thompson stated that he was a huge fan of going to the Attorney General’s Office.   
 
Jean Wilson wondered if there would be other budget issues.  Kurt Adams stated that 
other budget issues would be reimbursement to the PUC for time spent by the Acting 
Executive Director and other PUC staff.  The Executive Director would be out of the 
Authority and the Attorney General legal expenses would be out of the Authority.  Jean 
Wilson wondered if the Authority could have further discussion on these issues.  Kurt 
Adams stated that sources and uses could be a topic at the Authority’s next meeting. 
 
Dan Breton wanted to know what the Authority would collect in assessments.  Phil 
Lindley stated the assessment would bring in on the low side ($750,000) and on the high 
side ($1.25 million) with the September assessment and other assessments starting in 
January. 
 
Need for Protective Order 
 
Phil Lindley wondered who for staff can review confidential information.  Kurt Adams 
stated that it was mainly Phil but could include other staff.  Kurt Adams stated that Title 
35-A MRSA Section 9207(1) deals with collection of data (i.e. confidential information 
and protection of information).  Commissioner Adams made a motion that all 
applications should be covered by protective order including all pages marked 
confidential.  He further stated that there should be a standing protective order moving 
forward but could be waived if otherwise publicly available.  Phil Lindley will draft the 
protective order.  All Authority members present voted in favor. 
 
Proposed Meetings 
The Grant Review Group may consist of Mitch Davis, Dick Thompson and Kurt Adams.  
A meeting will be held in the near future.  The Authority will then meet after the Grant 
Review Group concludes its meeting. 
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Dick Thompson wondered whether the Grant Review Group’s meeting would be a public 
meeting since there would be three Authority members present.  Kurt Adams stated that 
he wasn’t sure but the Authority may need to just send a notice of the meeting but keep it 
as an Executive Session.  He will check with a lawyer. 
 
Public Comment  
 
Roland Lawler had a question about incumbents and areas still unserved.  Dan Breton 
stated that it applies to a planned investment.  The Authority does not want to fund and 
impede.  Roland Lawler  stated that he would like some pre-notice.  Phil Lindley stated 
that Title 35-A MRSA Section 9204 and 9205 gives guidance regarding 14 days to notify 
all broadband service providers.  Mr. Lawler noted that awards would not be given by the 
end of September.  Dan Breton stated that this was correct.  The Authority had to make 
sure that they did not let unauthorized people see other confidential information. 
 
Minutes of August 16, 2007 
 
All Authority members present approved the Minutes of the Authority’s August 16th 
meeting. 
 
Miscellaneous Items 
 
Phil Lindley briefly discussed several items. 
 
 Article on Senate panel regarding Internet access to small business. 
 Conference in Springfield, Illinois – Phil Lindley will not attend. 
 MTUG meeting in November – MTUG has asked Phil Lindley to attend. 
 
 
 
 
